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__________________________________________________________
The following information has been provided to us from the Department of Education
COVID-19 isolation requirements have changed
The Victorian Government has announced the end of the Pandemic Declaration and associated Pandemic Orders.
The following settings, based on advice from the Department of Health, will apply from 11.59pm Wednesday 12
October 2022.
It is strongly recommended that students:
• who test positive to COVID-19 stay home and isolate for 5 days
• should not attend school after 5 days if still symptomatic
• who are symptomatic but have not tested positive should not attend school
• advise the school of the COVID-19 positive test result
Where students become symptomatic at school they should:
• be collected by their parents/carers
• undergo testing for COVID-19
Reporting positive COVID-19 test results
The Department of Health recommends that a person who tests positive for COVID-19 should inform those with
whom they have recently been in contact, including their workplace, schools and household.
Parents and carers will therefore be asked to continue to report positive student COVID-19 cases using the VicED
COVID Tool.
Face masks and other preventative measures
Staff and students who wish to wear a face mask should be supported to do so, and schools should continue to
make face masks available for staff, students and visitors.
The Department of Health recommends that masks should be worn by a person who is a close contact of someone
who has tested positive for COVID-19 when leaving home.
Additionally, the Department of Health recommends that masks should be worn by a person who has COVID-19, for
at least 7 days after a positive test, when they need to leave home.
Mildura West PS will continue to use air purifies, maintain adequate air flow in classrooms and promote the use of
hand sanitiser in order to keep our school as safe as possible.

Bendigo Regional Track & Field finals
Congratulations to Bridie Cranston in 3L, Isla French in 5N, Melanie Beswick in 5B and Cobie Beswick in 5N. These
girls travelled to Bendigo this week for the regional finals. An amazing effort from all the girls on the day, they should
all be very proud! Here is their reflection of the day:

“I came 5th in the triple jump and was so happy
to come 3rd place in my 100m sprint” - Isla F.
“I did the 800m long distance it was very hard
for me because I was sick” - Melanie B.
“I did the 100m sprint and I came 5th too”
- Bridie C.
“We did really good in the relay and we
just missed 3rd to come 4th place”
- Cobie B.

Resilience

Respect

Excellence

Pride

Victorian High Ability Program
This term, we have another 9 students who have been selected to participate in ‘The Victorian High-Ability
Program’. The High Ability Program provides kids in Years 5 to 8 the opportunity to participate in a 10week online extension and enrichment program, in either English or Mathematics.
The virtual program focuses on extending and developing students' mathematical and English skills.
The Department manages the selection process for the program based on students’ academic
performance.
Below are the students which have been selected to complete the course this term.

Mathematics
Shelby Crisp
Isla Sutherland
Olivia Carter
Leisha Branson
Isla French
Alessa Bates
Ayla Anar

English
Linkon Hobson
Emme Poulton

Attendance and missing school
It’s the law that children 6 to 17 years old go to school or be home schooled.
You are legally responsible for making sure your child goes to school every
day
Why going to school is important?
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s
education. Students learn new things at school every day. Attending and participating in school will help your child
develop:
• important skills and knowledge to help them learn
• social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience and teamwork.
Children who attend school every day and complete year 12 have:
• better health
• better job opportunities
• higher income across their lives.
There is no safe number of days for missing school. Each day a student misses puts them behind.
What to do if your child can’t go to school
Let us know as soon as possible and explain why your child can’t come to school.
If you do not let the school know, we will send you a text and may phone as well.
If your child misses a lot of school
We might refer your child to a school attendance officer. The school attendance officer will monitor and investigate
your child’s attendance. You might receive a warning, an attendance notices or a fine.
Sickness
If your child is sick they do not need to go to school. It’s important they’re only away on the days they’re genuinely
sick. Your school might give them work to do so they don’t fall behind.
Medical appointments
Make medical appointments for before or after school or during the school holidays. If this is not possible, tell your
child’s school before the appointment.
A death in the family
Contact the school and let them know how long your child will be away. The school can offer counselling and keep
an eye on your child’s wellbeing when they return. For Sorry Business absences, find more information below.
Koorie cultural absences (including Sorry Business)
For families of Koorie students, we encourage you to let us know when there is Sorry Business. Teachers can work
with you, your child and the Koorie Engagement Support Officer to identify the right support.

CATs – Your Child’s report on COMPASS this week.
Have you seen your child’s report?
• YES – That’s Great, you will be able to monitor your child’s progress.
• NO – Please contact your child’s teacher or call the office and we will help you get on Compass. It’s
simple.
As you know, CATs (Common Assessment task) are small reports about your child’s learning. Please jump on
Compass and take a look at your child’s CAT.
It would be super if you could make a comment about the learning too. If you have any questions about the CAT,
just give your child’s teacher a call.
This week’s CAT reports:

•

Prep – Maths CAT available this Friday to view and comment on

Grade 3 Camp – Lake Cullulleraine
Our Grade 3 students have had a wonderful time at the Lake Cullulleraine camp last week. They strengthened their
social and collaboration skills by participating in kayaking, team water games, and group problem solving games.
For many, it was their first time away from home, so they were very brave to try something new!
It was a pleasure to take them away and see them enjoy themselves so much and show such respect to the camp
leaders that ran the activities. Well done, Westies!
Kristin, Lindi, Janine, Bel and James
“I really liked learning archery and
getting to sleep in a dorm for the first
time” - Indie P
“I enjoyed canoeing because I got the
opportunity to do it with all of my
friends” - Audrey S
“I enjoyed how we got to stay up in our
dorms and archery” - Amelia H
“I liked playing with my friends and
doing the water activities” - Deacon W

The grade fives have been learning about peace and conflict. We learnt about what causes conflict and what is it. We had some
guest speakers come in and talk to us about how conflict starts. We took action and made a presentation to show other grades.
We had a Share and Connect where we shared our learning with the 3/4s and our parents.
By Olivia, 5B

West Star

13th October 2022
Important Dates

Class
Prep L

West Star

Reason

Anthony Taylor

For being a risker taker in his reading. Super effort
Anthony!
For being a principled class member and always trying
his best. Well done, Oliver! Aryan Ali Bukhairah
For being a risk taker in ‘Writing and trying his best. Well
done Aryan
For being a risk-taker and trying her best during Concert
practise
For being a risk-taker and trying his best at all learning
tasks. Fabulous effort Kevin!
For using her fabulous thinking skills when writing
creative stories. Well done Neisha!
For being an inquirer to ensure he understands what he
is learning and how he can improve.
Keep it up, Jason!
For using student agency in writing and knowing when to
ask for help. Well done!
For showing terrific Social Skills in the team games on
Grade 3 camp. Well done, Sienna!
For being a risk-taker and always challenging himself in
Maths. Terrific effort, Yaser!

1st November
• Melbourne Cup – Public Holiday

Prep P

Oliver Earl

Prep S

16th & 17th November
• MWPS Concert evenings

1A

Aryan Ali
Bukhairah
Anastasiia Walters

1J

Kevin Morgan

Camp Dates

1T

Neisha Torney

Gr 3 – Lake Cullulleraine
• 6 - 7th October

2N

Jason Hunter

Gr 6 - Melbourne
• 10th – 14th October

2O

Ronald Philp

3K
3L

Sienna BlakeBlundell
Yasir Nasirie

4B

Logan Bratt

4T

For being a risk-taker and challenging himself when learning
about fractions and decimals. Keep it up, Logan!

Anastasia Quinn

5B

Stephanie Majedi

5N
Digital
Technologies
Music

Sebastian Mullane
Okzana Fono

Physical
Education
Environmental

Neisha Torney

Visual Arts

Saiesh Arvapalli

For being a risk-taker by having the confidence to give
her best to new learning and experiences.
For showing excellent Communication Skills when
presenting her Share and Connect
For being a great communicator in Chinese
For being a ‘Risk taker’ and ‘Inquirer’ when answering
and posing questions in Digital Technologies.
For using her agency to compose her own music at
home and for always coming to Music with a positive
attitude! Awesome effort
For always persisting during PE and doing her best
during new challenges!
For being principled and caring in the Enviro Area and
asking questions to help improve her knowledge of our
plants and animals. Fabulous effort Asta!

RREP

Hevin Hussein

Gr 4 – Campaspe Downs Vic
• 24th – 26th October
Gr 2- Sleepover at School
• 27th October
Gr 1/2 Activity Day
• 28th October
Prep Activity Day
• 25th November
Student Led School Assembly
21st Oct – Gr 4B
4th Nov - Gr 3/4L
11th Nov – Gr 3L
25th Nov - Gr 1J/1T
2nd Dec - Gr 2O
16th Dec - Final assembly - Gr 6

Sydney Germane

Asta Wilkinson

For being a great thinker and inquirer when responding to
Art.

For showing kindness and being caring while playing in
the Friendship Zone.

Last term the Preps worked super hard in their Letter Writing Unit. The Preps decided that they wanted more plants
around our school and had an idea to write letters to Bunnings.
The Preps wrote and sent letters and Bunnings responded! Last week, Bunnings came to our school with the most
beautiful pots and lots of native plants. The preps were involved in potting the plants and had so much fun getting
their hands dirty! Most importantly, the Preps were just so excited that their letters made it happen.
Thankyou Bunnings!

“I love the plants
Bunnings brought
to school!”
- Ava D

“I patted the soil
down with
my gloves”.
- Flynn M

“It was so cool! Our
Dreams came true!”
- Noah A

