WEEK 8
NEWSLETTER
THURSDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 2022

__________________________________________________________

Celebrating Book Week & West Student Authors
Last Friday we had an amazing day.
Our children had so much fun. The costumes were fantastic too.
It was also very special to see families huddled together listening to their children read their poetry & memoirs.
The students had spent several weeks planning, drafting and publishing their pieces of writing. Lots of hard work –
well done Westies!!
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Your Child’s safety
As you know there is a great deal of congestion at 3.15pm, during pick up time. Parents and
staff are very concerned for the safety of our children.
Yesterday, representatives of our MWPS School Council met members of the Mildura City
Council at school, to look at pick up locations and discuss the challenges we are facing. It was
a positive and productive meeting. There are some draft plans in place to alleviate the
congestion but in the meantime the civic compliance team will be regularly at school at 3.15pm, issuing
infringements notices to any illegally parked vehicles. They are going to closely monitor the situation. There really is
no other choice. We simply must put our children’s safety first.
Please respect the 5-minute zone at the front of the school. It is vital that parents adhere to these 5 minutes, to
allow the “flow of traffic” to continue. The parking inspector will be issuing parking fines for this area in particular.

CATs – Your Child’s report on COMPASS this week.
Have you seen your child’s report?
• YES – That’s Great, you will be able to monitor your child’s progress.
• NO – Please contact your child’s teacher or call the office and we will help you get on Compass. It’s
simple.
We have several CATs (Common Assessment Tasks) going online this week. As you know, CATs are small reports
about your child’s learning. Please jump on Compass and take a look at your child’s CAT.
It would be super if you could make a comment about the learning too. If you have any questions about the CAT,
just give your child’s teacher a call.
This week’s CAT reports:
•
•
•
•

Grade Prep – A Maths assessment
Grade 1 & 2 - How I Learn assessment
Grade 3 & 4 – A Writing assessment
Grade 5 & 6 – A Writing assessment

Planning for tough conversations with your Primary school aged Child
Primary school children’s brains are developing rapidly, and they can absorb new information
quickly. During these primary school years, children’s worlds expand and they might come
across some tough topics through the media or conversations with other children at school.
It’s a good idea to think about tough topics of conversation before your child asks. This
way you’ll be prepared when a tough topic comes up.
Here are some tips to help you plan for difficult conversations:
• Tell your child sad or scary news yourself if you can, or ask someone who knows your child well to talk to your child.
Tell your child as soon as you can after the event.
• If there’s time to plan ahead, choose a time when you’re both relaxed. If you can, choose a private and comfortable
place to talk.
• Be sure to keep adult conversations between adults and make sure your child is not in any way exposed to these
conversations.
• Let your child know that they can ask you questions.
• Really listen to your child after you’ve started the conversation. Make eye contact and get down to your child’s level.
• Use a past event to help your child understand a more recent one. For example, if you’re talking about a recent
bushfire, you could tell your child what happened after the Black Saturday bushfires. You could reassure your child by
focusing on how people coped and worked together to rebuild.
• Be ready to comfort your child with plenty of cuddles if you need to.
• Come back to the tough topic in a week if your child doesn’t raise it with you. Your child needs time to process what
you’ve been talking about, but they might also need encouragement to talk about it again.
Storybooks can often be good conversation starters for children of all ages. Try your local library or search online for ideas.
It’s always good to be aware of what your child is seeing or talking about at school, as well as what they might be seeing in the
media. This can give you the chance to raise tough topics with your child before they ask and guide your child through them.
If you require more information about this, you can visit the Raising Children Website on: Raisingchildren.net.au
By Annmarie Villiva & Natalee Catanzariti (Mildura West Primary Wellbeing Officers).

Week 9 Assembly
performances – 9th
September
The Grades 3 – 5 Choir and all
students in Prep/1/2 will be
performing ‘I am the Earth’ at
assembly next week. The
children in Prep/1/2 have learnt
this song in Music classes and
it is the song the Choir
performed last week at the
Mildura Arts Centre for ‘The
Beat’.

West Star
Class
Prep L

Kenny Irumva

Prep P

Ava Davies

Prep S

Imogen Metcalfe

1A

Ruby Wilkes

1J

Mischa Martin-Cook

1T

Toby Mitten

2N

Billy McMaster

2O

Lachlan O’Brien

3K

Jimmy PresleyBarwick
Xavier Scott

3L

For being principled and working hard to achieve his writing goal. Well
done Kenny!
For being a great learner and always trying her best. Excellent work
Ava!
For being a great thinker in Reading and sharing her ideas. Well done
Imogen!
For being a thinker during Maths and explaining her thinking. Excellent
work Ruby!
For being a curious learner and sharing her knowledge with others.
Fabulous work Mischa!
For using great self-management skills and using his time well to
complete his writing tasks!
For using his Self-Management Skills and working towards achieving
his Writing goal.
Amazing work, Billy!
For being a great learner and working hard to improve your writing.
Well done Lachie!
For being a thinker by creatively problem solving a challenging math
question. Well done, Jimmy!
For being a caring student by donating novels to our school library.
Terrific Xavier and thank you.
For working hard to achieve her Writing goal and showing
improvement in her narrative writing.

4B
4T

Daniel Carter

5B
5N

Laisa Sovau

Tyrell Divola

For honestly reflecting all work areas. Well done Tyrell!
For being Open Minded while exploring the 17 UN goals during
Exhibition. Well done Olivia!

6R

Isla Surgey

For sharing her being such a wonderful communicator by sharing her
excellent Memoir at our Book Launch! Awesome effort Isla!
For being a great Thinker and always taking her learning beyond the
classroom! Well done Lily!

Olivia Dimasi

Lily Hannigan

If you have some spare
time from 9:00am Friday 2nd
September to help at the
Father’s Day stall, we would
love to hear from you.
Please contact the front
office.

Reason

Rachelle BlakeBlundell
Alex Sakkas

3/4L

Father’s Day Stall
2022

West Star

Music

Lilly Hahnel

Physical
Education
Visual Arts

Keira Ross

RREP

Dom Tahatis
Claire Sutherland
Amos Martin

For effectively using his communication skills during collaborative tasks. Keep up
the amazing work, Alex!

For being a risk-taker in Mathematics, challenging yourself and sharing
your thinking.
For being Principled and Reflective whilst being a Text Analyst.

For consistently using the Learner Profile Attributes in Music to
improve her learning and make sure she has fun every week! Amazing
effort Lilly!
For her principled choices in PE classes! Great work Keira!
For being the most amazing ‘Thinker’ and ‘Communicator’
in Art, making connections to the real world
For being principled and caring in the Friendship Zone by
helping others.

Over the past few weeks, the Enviro Area has been a hive of activity, with children in Grades 2, 3 and 4 making seed
heads, propagating plants and celebrating ‘stems’ (including by eating some in the form of celery and rhubarb!). Our
veggie patch is growing well, and we are excited about our Daffodil Garden starting to bloom. The daffodils are
planted in the shape of the letter ‘W’ for West!

The Enviro Leaders have been teaching the children in their class about
what goes in each bin to help reduce contamination in our bins at school.
They have been showing their class our super new bin stickers so that
everyone makes sure their waste goes in the correct spot.
Top job Enviro Leaders!

1st September 2022
Important Dates
2nd September
• Father’s Day Stall
16th September
• Last day Term 3 – Early Dismissal
2.15pm
Camp Dates
Gr 5 - Grampians
• 5th – 7th September
Gr 3 – Lake Cullulleraine
• 6 - 7th October
Gr 4 – Campaspe Downs Vic
• 24th – 26th October
Gr 6 - Melbourne
• 10th – 14th October
Student Led School Assembly
• 9th Sept – Gr 1A
• 16th Sept – Gr PS

WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CAREGIVERS /
GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
Our school is presently conducting the
annual Parent/Caregiver/Guardian
Opinion Survey. This survey is
organised by the Department of
Education and Training and is
designed to assist schools in gaining
an understanding of families’ perceptions of school
climate, student behaviour, and student engagement.
Our school will use the survey results to help inform
and direct future school planning and improvement
strategies.
All families are invited to participate in the survey that
was sent via Compass.
The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey
will be conducted from Monday 15th
August to Friday 16th September.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20
minutes to complete. The online survey will be
available in a range of languages other than English.
We encourage all families to participate in this survey.
Thank you to those who have already taken the time
to participate.

Mildura West Primary School
Ninth Street
MILDURA Vic 3500
Ph:
Fax:

We value your feedback.

03 5023 1336
03 5021 3501

Maths Competition
Please write the correct answer, cut out and place the problem in the Maths Competition Box, located next to lost
property in the office. You can complete the problem as a family or individual. The winner will be drawn at our
school assembly and will win a prize from the principal’s prize box!

“I asked my teacher a question and they replied, ‘Impossible’.
What might the question be”?
Answer:

NAME

_______________________________

CLASS ________________

